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brought forward the plan in tlie Srst instance/' and hoped he
might yet, "by concurring with his brethren, prevent the great
mischief which the refusal of his narne might produce." But
Randolph said the change of form made no difference to him.
He still could not sign. He believed that the refusal of individuals
to sign it was not so likely to produce anarchy and civil con-
vulsion as the Convention's insistence on submitting the Con-
st! tution as a whole to the states, to be accepted or rejected as
a whole,
Gerry could not doubt that Franklin's remarks had been di-
rected at the men who refused to sign, Nevertheless he himself
could not change his mind, He knew that in Massachusetts, and
he seemed to believe this was trae elsewhere in America, there
were two fiercely antagonistic parties, one devoted to "Democ-
racy, the worst of all possible evils," and the other "as violent in
the opposite extreme.35 The Constitution as drawn and submitted
would, he was sure, only intensify that antagonism. He should
have preferred to propose it ifiin a more mediating shape"—pre-
sumably by offering it to the states for their amendments and
then considering them all in? a second general convention.
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney di$ not like the equivocal form
of execution. He thought it best to have the signers put their
names to the Constitution and mean it. He would sign it as
evidence of his support, and he wished to pledge himself ac-
cordingly. FranHin pointed out that it was too early "to pledge
ourselves before Congress and our Constituents shall have
approved the plan/7 Jared Ingersoll of Pennsylvania, who had not
spoken during the entire Convention, now said he did not regard
signing as a pledge of support, or as a mere attestation., but as a
"recommendation of what, all things considered, was the most
eligible."
On Franklin's motion that the Constitution be signed as "Done
in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present/*
all the states voted aye except South Carolina, which was divided
because General Pinckney and Butler did not like the ambiguous
form, although they intended to sign.
Before the signing was begun, King suggested that the
"Journals of the Convention should be either destroyed, or de-
posited in the custody of the President/' He thought that if the
records were made public, "a bad use would be made of them

